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FROM AMBASSADOR BENNETT 

EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AORG, UN, SWEL 

SUBJECT: SAHELIAN ZONE DROUGHT 

REF: STATE 116572 

1. TALKED WITH UNDER SECRETARY MORSE JUNE 18 RE SYG PROPOSED MEET- 
ING IN GENEVA JUNE 28-29 ON SAHELIAN DROUGHT. IN RESPONSE 
BENNETT' S INQUIRIES, MORSE EMPHASIZED HE INTENDED MEETING TO BE 
CONCERNED ENTIRELY WITH MEDIUM AND LONG- TERM PROBLEMS AND TO 
AVOID ANY INVOLVEMENT WITH SHORT- TERM ISSUE. MORSE SAID HE LOOKED 
ON MEETING AS ANOTHER STEP IN HIS EFFORTS TO " GEAR UP" UN SYSTEM TO 
RESPOND IN TIMELY AND EFFECTIVE FASHION TO THIS AND OTHER AN- 
TICIPATED REQUESTS INVOLVING NATURAL DISASTERS. 

2. JUNE 28 MEETING WILL BE FOR PARTICIPATION BY AGENCY REP- 
RESENTATIVES FOR EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON SAHELIAN SITUATION AND DIS- 
CUSS POSSIBILITIES OF ACTION. MORSE HOPES TO GET INFORMATION 

ON WHICH HE AND SYG CAN MAKE ACTION DECISIONS. 

3. MEETING ON JUNE 29 WILL BE PRIMARILY TO ACQUAINT PROSPECTIVE 
DONORS WITH SITUATION. MORSE HOPES TO GET AN IDEA OF BILATERAL 
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PLANS FOR AID, AND HE EMPHASIZED IN THAT CONNECTION HE WAS, OF 
COURSE, ESPECIALLY INTERESTED IN KNOWING WHAT USG PLANNED TO DO. 
BENNETT REVIEWED CURRENT TOTAL US CONTRIBUTIONS WITH HIM. MORSE 
STRESSED THERE WOULD BE NO APPEAL FOR FUNDS AT JUNE 29 MEETING BUT 
MERELY A SESSION TO BRING FACTS TO DONORS' ATTENTION. 

4. MORSE EXPRESSED SPECIAL INTEREST IN HAVING JOHN KOEHRING 
REPRESENT US AT JUNE 29 MEETING. IN VIEW KOEHRING 1 S BACKGROUND 
AND EXPERTISE THIS SUBJECT, HE WOULD BE EXCELLENT FOR ASSIGNMENT 
AND 

KOEHRING WILLING UNDERTAKE IT. PARTICIPATION IN JUNE 29 MEETING 
PROBABLY WOULD REQUIRE WEEK’ S DELAY IN HIS SCHEDULED AFRICAN TRIP. 
WOULD HOPE THIS COULD BE ARRANGED IN ORDER INSURE SUITABLE US 
REPRESENTATION AT MORSE MEETING. BASSIN 
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